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INSIDE:

Project Funding Announcements at 
the SAASE Convention

The SAASE Annual Convention held 
in Lloydminster was a huge success.  
Once again the agricultural societies 
of Saskatchewan showed tremendous 
suppor t and the L loydminster 
Exhibition did a tremendous job of 
hosting it.  SAASE was also fortunate 
enough to have two Ministers from 
the Provincial Government not 
only attend the convention, but also 
make important program funding 
announcements for SAASE.

Minister of Tourism, Parks, Culture and 
Sport - the Honourable Bill Hutchinson 
made the first announcement on the 
Friday night.  The SAASE/Ministry 
of Tourism, Parks, Culture and Sport 
expanded Venture Project Program 
has been a tremendous success and 

the Ministry has added additional 
funding to the program in each of the 
last two years.  Minister Hutchinson 
announced at the convention that the 
Ministry of Tourism, Parks, Culture 
and Sport would once again be adding 
an additional $50,000 to the Venture 
Project Program.  The program has 
supplied the seed money to start many 
new events, as well as enhancing 
existing events.  SAASE and our 
members would like to thank the 
Ministry for their continued support 
of this valuable program. 

The Saturday of the convention 
the Honourable Tim McMillan, on 
behalf of Ministry of Agriculture 
Minister - Bob Bjornerud, made two 

The Honourable Tim McMillan announces farm safety and ag education funding
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This is my first message as your President.  I am very excited about the upcoming 
year and look forward to working with the SAASE Board of Directors and our 
member agricultural societies.  We have an excellent board with a wide range of 
experience.  The executive is made up of our Past President – Dave Young from 
Prince Albert, Vice President Vern Bexson from Lloydminster, Director at Large 
– Susan Kuzma from Saskatoon Prairieland Park.  The remaining board members 
are Brenda Patton from Agrifood Canada, Ron Monette from the Saskatchewan 
Ministry of Agriculture, Ray Wiman from Mortlach, Neal Keefe from Weyburn, 
Shaun Morin from Yorkton, Rob O’Connor from Regina EVRAZ Place, Jackie 
Watt representing SaskTourism and Wade Jenson from Swift Current.  A big 
thanks to our Past President - Donna Sagin - for her dedication and all her hard 
work.  We wish her all the best with Cargill in Manitoba. 

Your board of directors is working very hard on your behalf to continue to 
develop new opportunities and programming.  The additional program funding 
that was announced at the SAASE convention is a real opportunity for our 
members.  Over the next 3 years SAASE has received funding to run 15 Farm 
Safety Days.  The first one has been done in Lloydminster, with another one 
scheduled for August 3 in Kelvington.  There has already been a great deal of 
interest expressed by a number of ag societies to host one next year.  If you are 
interested in hosting one give Glen a call at the office.  SAASE is also working on 
updating and adding new displays to the Ag EXperience.  The new program will 
be outlined and unveiled at the SAASE convention happening in Swift Current.  
SAASE would like to thank the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture for their 
generous support of both of these programs.

The Venture Project program continues to gain momentum as more and more 
agricultural societies apply for project funding.  Once again the Ministry of Tourism, 
Parks, Culture and Sport announced the addition of $50,000 to the program.  If 
your agricultural society has an idea for a new event I would encourage you to 
contact the SAASE office and work with Glen on applying for the program.

SAASE members have continued to access money for small capital projects 
through the Community Investment Fund (CIF) - Community Vitality Program.  
Take a look at the article in the newsletter to see all the different projects that are 
being funded.  There is only one funding deadline left, - October 1 - so make sure 
that if you have any work that needs to be done on your fair grounds that you get 
an application in.

The SAASE scholarship program got a big boost at our convention as well, 
with the announcement of the Bert and Grace Dalgleish scholarship.  West Coast 
Amusements is supplying 2 x $1,000 scholarships in addition to the 2 x $1,500 
existing scholarship.  SAASE would like to thank Bob and Wendy Hauser from 
West Coast for their generous donation to our scholarship program.

We are entering fair season and I hope that the weather co-operates for everyone.  
I wish everyone all the best - talk to you in the fall.

Lisa Haynes - President   
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The SAASE Office is located in 
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565-2121 and drop in.

President’s Message: Lisa Haynes
News
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Community Vitality ProgramNews

SAASE Members Approved for Vitality Funding
The Community Vita l it y smal l 
capital project program has been 
assisting communities with small 
capital projects for the last 2 1/2 
years. SAASE members have been 
approved for numerous projects over 
that time, and five more ag societies 
were approved for projects from the 
April 2012 deadline. The following 
is a listing of the projects that were 
approved by the Community Vitality 
committee. The Arcola Fair and 
Stampede Inc. recieved $25,000 to 
replace the fairgrounds barn , which 
was destroyed by fire. The funding 
received will assist with the labour 
involved, as well as the materials to 
help replace the building. The Biggar 
Recreation Valley Inc.received $10,000 
to upgrade the riding and rodeo arena. 
The Maryfield Ag Society received 
$4,000 to assist in the purchase and 
installation of a chair lift into their 
main facility. The Melfort Ag. Society 
continues to upgrade their facilities 
and were approved $20,000 to assist 
in the installation of a new metal roof 
for the Four Seasons Arena. The fifth 
ag society approved was the Shand 
Ag Society which was approved for 
$4,500 to help put in a cement floor in 
their pole shed building to help make 
it a more multi-purpose facility.

Below you will find the press release 
from the Community Vitality program.  
If you have a small capital project or 
have a community milestone that 
you wil l be celebrat ing, you are 
encouraged to apply to the program. 
The f inal application deadline is 
October 1, so make sure that you 
get your applications in. This has 
been an outstanding program, and 
congratulations to all the ag societies 
who have been able to take advantage 

of the program.

$3 . 8  M i l l ion  i n  Gra nts 
Awarded to Saskatchewan 

Communities

The Community Initiatives Fund 
(CIF) today announced that 279 
Saskatchewan nonprofit and volunteer 
organizations will collectively receive 
over $3.8 million in grants in support 
of their community projects.

Through the Community Grant 
Progam the CIF approved 100 grants 
totalling $1,690,559 for programs that 
enhance the health and well being of 
Saskatchewan’s vulnerable children, 
youth and families.

Grant approvals through the CIF’s 
Community Vitality Program total 
$1,972,124 among 177 recipients.  
This includes 137 grants for capital 
projects totalling $1,524,253 and 40 
grants for community pride projects 
and events totalling $447,871.  Grants 
through this program provide support 
for small capital projects and for 
events that enhance community 
pride,  celebrate diversity or mark an 
anniversary.  The final deadline for the 
program is October 1, 2012.

One grant in each of the CIF’s Physical 
Activity and Problem Gambling 
Prevention programs in the amounts 
of $80,000 and $58,556, respectively, 
were also approved.

“This overwhelming response to CIF 
programming indicates communities 
are working to enhance the quality of 
life for their residents,” says Tracey 

Mann, executive director of the 
Community Initiatives Fund.  “We 
are very pleased to be able to support 
community efforts that benef it 
Saskatchewan’s residents.”

“The government of Saskatchewan 
and the Ministry of Parks, Culture 
and Sport are proud to support the 
Community Initiatives Fund” Parks, 
Culture and Sport Minister Kevin 
Doherty said.  “These grants help 
communities across the province 
enhance economic growth and ensure 
residents and visitors enjoy a vibrant 
quality of life.  Stronger communities 
create a stronger Saskatchewan.”

The CIF is a special purpose fund 
created through the Saskatchewan 
Gaming Corporation Act and governed 
by a volunteer board appointed 
through the Ministry.

A complete list of grant recipients 
and more information about the 
Community Init iat ives Fund are 
available at www.cifsask.org.
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SAASE ConventionNews

funding announcements for provincial 
programs which will be headed up 
by SAASE.  The following is a press 
release on the funding for the two 
programs.

Government raises awareness of 
farm safety
 
Today, Crown Investments Corporation 
Minister Tim McMillan on behalf of 
Agriculture Minister Bob Bjornerud 
announced $90,000 over three years 
for the Saskatchewan Association of 
Agricultural Societies and Exhibition’s 
(SAASE) Farm Safety Day Camps.  
“Having grown up on a farm myself, 
I understand the hazards that farm 
families sometimes face,” McMillan 

said. “I’m very happy to be part of 
raising awareness about farm safety 
among the province’s youth.” 

The Farm Safety Day Camps promote 
safety on the farm through interactive 
demonstrations and displays. Students 
also receive training on how to respond 
to injuries while on the farm.

SA A SE a nd  t he  62  member 
Agricultural Societies would like to 
thank the Ministry of Agriculture for 
supporting this important initiative.  
Saskatchewan’s Agricultural Societies 
have always played a major role in rural 
Saskatchewan, and the hosting of the 
Farm Safety Day Camps will enhance 
that role
. 
The Ministry of Agriculture is also 
providing $15,000 to SAASE’s Ag on 

Bits & Bites
Judging entry tags are once again 
available from the SAASE office.  
There is no cost for the entry tags..  
If you need tags give the SAASE 
office a call and let Glen know 
how many you need and he will 
get them shipped out to you.
The AG EXperience is available 
again this year.  We are in the 
process of adding  new modules to 
the display.  The Crops module has 
been added, with the Specialized 
Livestock module to be added 
shortly.
A big thanks for all the nominations 
for the Clark and Anne Lewis/
Grace  and Ber t  Da l g le i sh 
scholarships.  Once again there 
have been many outstadning 
individuals nominated, making 

•

•

•

Continued from Page 1

it very difficult for the selection 
committee.  Announcment of the 
winners will be made in July.
SAASE in partnersh ip with 
the Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Agriculture is scheduling 15 Farm 
Safety Day Camps over the next 
3 years.  If your ag society is in 
terested in hosting one for 2013 
contact the SAASE office.
If your agricultural society has 
any small capital projects it is 
looking at completing, or will be 
celebrating a significant milestone, 
make sure you take a look at the 
Community Vitality Program.  
Check out the article with the 
successful agricultural societies 
from the last application.  The 
new deadline is October 1.  Go 

•

•

to www.cifsask.org for more 
information.  This program is an 
excellent opportunity to access 
funding for those smaller projects 
that will have a huge impact for 
both agricultural societies and 
their communities.
The Kelvington Ag Society is 
hosting a horticulture judging 
workshop on Tuesday July 17 in 
Kelvington. With there being a 
shortage of judges, this workshop 
will be a great opportunity for those 
looking to judge horticulture.  For 
more information or to register 
give Donna Cunningham a call 
at 325-4313 or email at darrel.c@
sasktel.net

•

the MOOve agriculture awareness 
project. This funding wi l l help 
to purchase a trailer and develop 
interactive educational displays which 
will transport the agriculture displays 
throughout the province for youth 
attending trade shows, agriculture 
events, fairs and exhibitions.

SAASE, SAASE’s Board of Directors, 
as well as our 62 agricultural societies are 
very excited about the announcements 
and look forward to working with 
the Ministry of Agriculture over the 
next three years.  Farm Safety and 
agricultural education are extremely 
important and our agricultural societies 
are ideal ways to promote both of 
them.    
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Farm Safety CampNews

Continued on Page 6

Minister McMillan talks about hidden hazards
the afternoon going through the safety 
stations.  

During lunch Bob Guest from Denholm 
came in to speak to the kids.  Bob had lost 
his arm in a farm accident when he was 
very young, and relayed to the children 
how it had affected his life and how 

important farm safety and being careful 
around the farm is to everyone.

The Honourable Tim McMillan - pictured 
above - manned the hidden hazard 
station for the day, and was great with 
the children.  The highlight was when 
he demonstrated what could happen if 

Lloydminster Hosts Farm Safety Day Camp
O n  M a y  2 9 t h  t h e 
Lloydminster Exhibition 
hosted the first of a series of 
SAASE Farm Safety Days 
that will take place over the 
next three years hosted by 
our agricultural societies.   It 
was a beutiful day with over 
450 grade 4 and 5 students 
from Lloydminster and 
surrounding area schools.

There were a total of 8 
safety stat ions that the 
children went through.  The 
children in the morning 
were divided into 8 groups, 
with each group spending 
15 minutes at each station.  
The 8 farm safety stations 
were on Animal safety, 
ATV safety, Farm equipment safety, Fire 
safety, Firearm safety, First Aid, Grain 
safety, with the final station being on 
hidden hazards around the farm.  

The schedule allowed for the first 8 
groups of kids to be done at lunch, with 
8 more groups of kids being bused in and 
meeting up for lunch and then spending 
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Farm Safety CampNews

Chief Executive Officer 
Camrose, Alberta 

 
Background 
The Camrose Regional Exhibition (CRE) was established in 
1908 as an Agriculture Society in Camrose, Alberta – a 
community now serving as a regional centre for over 100,000 
people in East Central Alberta. For many years the CRE has 
offered: 

 Catering to groups of 1,000 and more 
 Agriculture events such as Canadian Bull Congress, Pro Rodeo, Growing Rural Tourism, 

bull and cattle shows and sales 
 Community and regional events such as fundraising dinners, charity functions and 

school graduations 
 Facility rentals for trade shows, car shows, weddings, meetings and conferences, etc. 

Recent expansion and acquisitions have added: 
 Internationally recognized concert production 
 Major all season RV campground operation 
 Partner in casino gaming operation 

 
About the Opportunity 
We are seeking a dynamic CEO to lead our operation as we embark on our second 100 years. In 
this role, you will contribute to achieving the goals of your team. 
 
Key Responsibilities 

 Effective communication with Board, staff and community 
 Financial Management 
 Human Resources 
 Marketing and Fundraising 

 
About You 
You will demonstrate your leadership ability with: 

 Strong consensus building skills 
 Effective problem solving skills 
 Coaching for best results and team growth 
 Experience in not-for-profit leadership and governing boards an asset 

 
We Offer 
CRE is a safe and congenial workplace, located in the growing community of Camrose. Our 
salaries are competitive and our benefit plan is generous. A bonus - you are on site for some 
world class events, entertainment and more. To learn about the community visit: 
www.camrose.ca 
 
How to Apply 
Visit www.cre.ab.ca for information and submit your resume to president@cre.ab.ca by 4:30 
p.m. on Monday, July 16, 2012 to be considered for this awesome opportunity with a vibrant 
fast-paced company. 
 
   

a tractor bucket came down on top of 
a person.  To demonstrate he placed 
watermelons under the bucket and the 
kids got to see what kind of damage was 
done to the watermelon when the bucket 
came down on top of it.

Archer Daniels Midland (ADM), one of 
the largest agricultural processors in the 
world sponsored the safety day, as well 
as taking a lead roll in organizing it with 
the Lloydminister Exhibition.  ADM had 
sponsored and organized 6 other farm 
safety days leading  to the Lloydminster 
one.

The feedback that was received from the 
day was very positive, as the children and 
the teachers learned a tremendous amount 
about farm safety.  After the children had 
gone through all the stations each child 
left with a takehome bag filled with a 
Tshirt, as well as all kinds of  farm safety 
related materials

SAASE has received funding to help 
out with 15 farm safety days over the 
next 3 years to be hosted by agricultural 
societies.  SAASE will be working with 
the Kelvington Ag Society as well as ADM 
on a farm safety day that Kelvington will 
be running on August 3, at the beginning 
of their fair.

This is a rea l opportunity for our 
agricultural societ ies to run a great 
agricultural safety education program 
for the youth and their community.  If 
your agricultural society is interested in 
hosting a farm safety day contact the 
SAASE office to have one scheduled.  
SAASE would like to thank the Ministry 
of Agriculture for funding this series of 
safety days.
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Farm Show Wins Tourism Event of the Year
 Farm Show News

SAASE members were well represented 
at the 23rd annual Saskatchewan Tourism 
Awards of Excellence.  There were two 
nominations for Event of the Year - the 
Lloydminster Exhibition and EVRAZ 
Place.  The Lloydminster Exhibition 
was nominated for Wagon Week and 
EVRAZ Place was nominated for 
Western Canada Farm Progress Show.  
Congatulations to the Lloydminster 
Exhibition for being nominated and 
EVRAZ Place for winning the Tourism 
Event of the year for the Western 
Canada Farm Progress Show

The Event of the Year Award was 
sponsored by the Ministry of Tourism. 
Parks, Culture and sport.  The award is 
presented to an individual/group that 
has developed an event that involved 
participants and/or spectators.  This 
includes events that stimulate travel to 
Saskatchewan, and which add value to 
the visitor’s experience.  The award may 
include cultural, sporting, or general 
interest events and festivals.

The descriptions of the two events that 
appeared in the program at the Tourism 
awards are as follows:

Wagon Week -  L loydminster 
Exhibition
The Lloydminster Exhibition created 
a community-wide celebration with 
the values of family and fellowship 
in mind, breathing new life into the 
annual chuckwagon races.  The business 
community rall ied with almost 20 
locations decorating their storefronts 
and offering Wagon Week promotions.  
Events for the little ones included a 
petting zoo and dog agility shows, while 
square dancing and team roping were 
great for all ages.  With chili cook-offs, 
team roping, square dancing, and more 
Lloydminster tipped its hat to the new 
community celebrations of Wagon 

Week and looks forward to more in 
years to come.

Western Canada Farm Progress 
Show - Regina
The highly recognized event is a leader 
in tourism development, attracting 
more than 40,000 visitors to Regina 
each June.  Canada’s  largest dry-land 
farm technology show highlights the 
economic shifts, changing demographics, 
and advances in technology that face the 
agricultural industry.  The impact of 

this show is outstanding - a economic 
impact assessment has shown that 
$3.5 million in tourism spending was 
generated in 2011, not including the 
major equipment purchased.  When 
these visitors, hailing from 42 different 
countries, flock to Regina, hotels are full 
and business is booming at restaurants 
and retail stores.  Much more than just 
an agricultural show, this event provides 
a lasting legacy and encourages future 
investment in the region.



� www.saase.ca June �01�

News
Unity Ag Society Hosts

 Judging Clinic

The Unity ag society hosted a judging 
workshop in April.  If your ag society 
is interested in hosting a workshop give 
the SAASE office a call.  Below is an 
article submitted by Joan Sperle of the 
Unity Ag. Society on the workshop.

On April 28, 2012, a Judge’s Clinic was 
held in Unity at the Unity Agroplex.  
Our Ag Society hasn’t been struggling 
yet for judges for our Fair but we 
decided we should look into holding a 
Judge’s Workshop and see if we could 
find some willing and able bodies to 
get their credentials.  First of all we 
needed a teacher.  I talked to Glen  at 
the SAASE office about our plans and 
our concerns about finding someone 
to teach this workshop and as always 
he didn’t let us down.

He found Cheryl Sproule from Melfort.  
She graciously agreed to drive the four 
hour trek and come to Unity to teach 
others what she knew about judging.
There were ten interested people 
that came on Saturday from Perdue, 
Denzil, and Unity to join Cheryl.  
Mother Nature had her own plans that 
morning when it had snowed overnight 
forcing some people to cancel out 

because of the roads, but I was glad to 
see Cheryl when she walked through 
the door. 

Cheryl went through four categories-
-baking, sewing, canning (preserves) 
and photography. Lunch was served 
at noon and the schooling resumed 
until 2 p.m.  Everyone was pleased 
with what they learned and they had 
a fun filled day.  The comment from 
most of them was how the workshop 
has now given them the confidence to 
be a judge.

Two door prizes were drawn and won 
by Nancy Duns from Perdue and 
Doreen Briggs from Unity.  Thanks 
to Glen and SAASE for helping us 
find Cheryl and thanks to Cheryl for 
coming out to Unity.  It was all greatly 
appreciated and well worth it.  We 
now have 10 more judges to add to 
our list.  

A horticulture judging workshop is 
being held in Kelvington July 17.  For 
more information or to register give 
Donna Cunningham a call at 325-4313 
or email at darrel.c@sasktel.net.

The town of Assiniboia is the newest 
community to become a member of 
SAASE.  The newly formed Red 
Coat Agricultural Society is the  
latest agricultural society to be 
approved for membership by the 
SAASE Board of Directors.  The 
newly formed agricultural society 
takes its’ name from the Red 
Coat Region which encompasses 
a large part of Southwestern 
Saskatchewan.  

The Red Coat Agricultural Society 
has a total of 134 members and 
already has big plans for this 
summer.  A series of 3 Farmers 
Markets will be hosted by the 
ag society.  They will take place 
August 11th, September 8th and 
September 15th.    The ag society 
will also be hosting community 
Nights in Assiniboia over the 
next 12 months.  The community 
nights will take place the second 
Tuesday of each month, with the 
first one taking place in July.  They 
are also looking at working on a 
seminar series.  Brady Heatcoat is 
the President, Cole Payant is the 
Vice President, Kimberley Ford is 
the Secretary and Bev Monea is the 
Treasurer.  SAASE is excited about 
bringing Assiniboia in as members 
and we look forward to working 
with the Red Coat Agricultural 

Red Coat Ag. 
Society 



� www.saase.ca June �01�

 Venture Projects News
The Swift Current Exhibition “Discover the 
Farm and Poultry and Exotic Animal Sale”

The Swift Current ‘Discover the Farm 
and Poultry and Exotic Animal’ sale 
occured on April 21st, 2012. Schools 
were invited to visit the site on Friday, 
April 20th, 2012. Educational materials 
were provided by various organizations 
which are associated with Saskatchewan 
Agicultura l industr ies – including 
SAASE.
 
The goal of this project was to invite 
various agricultural groups, particularly 
the exotic chickens, birds and other 
specialty animals raised by local breeders 
into one site for school students and the 
public to learn, observe, and interact.

This project was important for several 
reasons. 
1. - Various exotic breeders had a place to 
come together.  They were able to mingle 
and share in one venue.  There were ten 
exhibitors, nine animal stations, and six 
educational stations.  Plus, an opportunity 
was offered to families for gathering and 
discovering what is available agriculturally 
in the Swift Current area.
 
2. – “Discover the Farm School Tour”: 
displays were set up that provided 
information. Grade 4 and 5 and Special 
Education students participated from 
Swift Current and area schools. They 
were divided into interactive groups to 
hear presentations. These presenters 
gave introduct ions and funct ional 
understandings of basic agricultural 
principles. The students were also 
provided with time to visit animals and 
birds, and play games on the computers 
that were set-up. The software assisted 
students in the understanding of the 
main facts about Poultry, Beef, Pork, 
and Dairy. The computer information 
brought forward important facts about 
the topics through introductory and 
factual curriculum suitable for the age 

groups of the students. A total of 98 
students participated this, the first year.

3. – Interactive hands-on experiences were 
provided for all ages both days. Students 
on Friday, the public on Saturday. They 
were invited to intermingle with a variety 
exotic birds (chickens, chicks, roosters, 
peasants etc.) and animals (donkeys, 
alpaca, reptiles, miniature cows etc.)  as 
well as actually milk a ‘life-like’ dairy 
cow!

4. – The various Swift Current and 
surrounding areas (including some from 
southern Alberta) producers’ products 
were made readily accessible to the public. 
Many were interested in buying, making 

contacts, and gathering information. All 
of this was made available in one venue.
 This project provided learning and 
working environment connecting Swift 
Current and area rural producers. Public 
interest was strong: they were offered the 
opportunity to observe and learn about 
the growing agricultural community. 
This was the f irst an event of this 
degree has taken place in Swift Current, 
and the feedback received was very 
positive. Exhibitors, producers, and 
presenters from various organizations 
were impressed with this new project. 
The event proved worthy of continuing. 
Thank-you for supporting this worthwhile 
agricultural adventure. 
Article submitted by Swift Current Exhibition



10 www.saase.ca June �01�

 Venture Projects News

The Biggar Ag. Society 
applied for funding for a 
cattle fitting clinic for local 
4 H and cattle producers.  
The opportunity arose to 
have Kirk Stierwalt come 
to run the clinic, and the 
Biggar Ag. Society required 
assistance to get the project 
off the ground.  Below is a 
report from the Biggar Ag. 
Society that appeared in the 
local paper.

Cattle Producers, Pure Bred 
Breeders and 4H members 
from Saskatchewan and 
Alberta took part in a cattle 
fitting clinic hosted by the 
Biggar Recreation Valley Inc 
and local pure bred breeders 

Biggar Ag. Society Hosts Cattle Fitting Clinic

Bill, Virgina and Tiffany Peters.  Kirk 
Stierwalt, a world renowned cattle 
fitter and clinician from Oklahoma 
USA, was at the Peter’s farm April 13, 
14 and 15, to put on an intense 3 day 
cattle fitting clinic.  Local producers 

were able to learn from the best, while 
networking with other’s in the industry 
close to home.  The Biggar Rec Valley 
was very fortunate to receive funding 
from the Saskatchewan Association of 
Agricultural Societies and Exhibitions 

to help keep the costs down for 4H 
members who part icipated.  Mr. 
Stierwalt enjoyed his time in Biggar 
and area and made sure to take a 
picture of our World Famous Town of 
Biggar sign to share on his website!



11 www.saase.ca June �01�

Venture Projects News
Saskatchewan Equine Expo a Huge Success

Saskatoon Prairieland Park approached 
SAASE with a Venture Project 
application for a new project called 
the Saskatchewan Equine Expo.  The 
initial interest in the show was very 
positive, but no one expected the kind 
of success that the show had.  Below 
is a press release issued by Prairieland 
Park for the Equine Expo.

Record Crowds Attend the 
Inagural Saskatchewan 

Equine Expo in Saskatoon

In excess of 9,000 horse enthusiasts 
passed through the doors of Saskatoon 
Prairieland Park for the inagural 
Saskatchewan Equine Expo in 
Saskatoon, February 17-19.  The 
three day event featured educational 
seminars presented by the Western 
College of Veterinary Medicine, and a 
Saturday evening Equine Extravaganza 
that thrilled a standing room only 
audience.

The Trainer’s Challenge, sponosred 
by NAERIC, showcased the talents 
of three outstanding horse trainers; 
Da le Clearwater from Han ley, 
Saskatchewan, Cain Quam from 
Kendal, Saskatchewan and Kade 
Mils from Innisfail, Alberta.  All 
three amazing horseman thril led 
the crowd during each session with 
their individual skills.  At the end of 
the event, hometown favorite Dale 
Clearwater was awarded with the 
Championship title.

Clinics presented by Olympic Dressage 
Champion, Gina Smith, Centered 
Riding Instructor, Sue Leffler and 
International Reining Champion, 
Shawna Sapergia were a big hit with 
spectators and pre-registered students 

alike.  The industry trade show far 
exceeded expectations with vendors 
indicating they will be back next year, 
many requesting additional space and 
additional trade show days.  Prairieland 
Agriculture Manager, Lori Cates has 
indicated that additional buildings 
will be added to next year’s show to 
accomodate the numerous requests for 
additional space.

A show highlight was the Equine 
Extravaganza held on Saturday 
evening.  The crowd that gathered 
in the Prairieland Park Ag Centre for 
the Equine Extravaganza 
was overwhelming and 
far exceeded organizers 
expectations.  The event 
showcased the diversity 
of different horse breeds 
and d isc ipl ines.  The 
audience was amazed by 
the speed and accuracy 
of the Mounted Shooters 

Association demonstration, as well as 
awed by the beauty of Clydesdales in 
an 8-horse hitch.

“When we needed to add extra 
bleachers, to accomodate the crowd 
or to move the round pen in and out 
of the arena, volunteers came out of 
the crowd to help us,” said Livestock 
Manager Brenda Sapergia.  “That’s the 
Saskatchewan spirit, and confirms that 
Saskatchewan people really appreciate 
that we are showcasing the equine 
industry right here in Saskatoon!”
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T h e  Yo r k t o n 
Exhibition hosted 
t h e  f i r s t - e v e r 
Yorkton Mature 
L i fest y le  Expo 
at the Gallagher 
Cent re on May 
22 and 23.  The 
Sunr ise Hea lth 
Reg ion has the 
highest number of 
seniors per capita, 
so it made a lot of 
sense to develop a 
show specifically 
for seniors.  The 
S e n i o r s  E x p o 
focused exclusively 
on their seniors 
n e e d s  a n d 
lifestyles.  

T h e  Yo r k t o n 
Exhibit ion - in 
add it ion to the 
SAASE Venture 
Project program 
- partnered with 
the Yorkton Painted Hand Casino on 
the program.  The expo was made 
up of three seperate components 
- a trade show, presentations, and 
entertainment component.  The 
trade show was made up of numerous 
business relating to seniors needs.  
Anything from financial services, 
to housing, to health.  There were a 
multitude of other goods and services 
directly relating to seniors.  

Presentations were held over the 2 
days of the expo.  Local professionals 
were brought in to talk on numerous 
subjects relating to health, finances, as 
well as lifestyle issues.  

Yorkton Hosts Mature Lifestyles Expo

The f ina l  component was the 
entertainment component.  There 
was a variety of live entertainment 
in the trade show area both days, as 
well as various hobby classes being 
offered.  The Painted Hand Casino 
held card tournaments, as well as a 
seniors dance on May 22nd right at 
the casino.  There was no charge for 
admission.  Crowds for the Expo 
were a little light, as the weather had 
a definite impact on the show.  

The organizing committee and the 
Yorkton Exhibition are reviewing 
the feedback that they recieved from 
exhibitors, as well as the public to see 

what changes they will make for next 
year’s show.  This is a perfect example 
of what the SAASE Venture Project 
program is for.  The program allows 
agricultural societies the oportunity to 
try new programming, while limiting 
the financial risk for the program.  
Sometimes shows don’t turn out quite 
the way we had hoped, but the funding 
allows the opportunity to evaluate 
and make changes that you would 
see fit for the second year of a show.  
The Yorkton Exhibition is looking at 
making some changes and additions 
to the show and are already planning 
for the Seniors Expo in 2013
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High School Rodeo in Biggar
The weekend of May 4-6 saw Biggar bustling 
with activity, as over 130 contestants came to 
compete in the 1st annual Biggar Recreation 
Valley High School Rodeo. The rainy days 
prior put us in a bit of a dilemma with the 
ground conditions, however with the support 
of our local businesses and volunteers we were 
able to bring in 10 truck loads of sand to help 
soak up the rain, and get the rodeo grounds in 
tip top shape.   Friday Night kicked off with 
an open Barrel Racing Jackpot.  Saturday 
was a full day of rodeo events as well as the 
shooting competitions taking place at the 
Bear Hills Gun Range.  

Saturday night the High School Rodeo 
contestants and local 4H members were 
invited to a Glow Bowling, Pizza Party 

and Mocktail Bar, held at the local Bowling 
Alley.  The Biggar Sports bus was busy all 
day Saturday delivering contestants back 
and forth from the rodeo grounds to the 
gun range, and later on to and from the 
bowling alley. Sunday as seen in the picture 
of our spectator parking, was a different 
story.  Unfortunately mother nature won 
the battle and due to the high amounts of 
rain that fell through the night Saturday and 
Sunday morning, Sunday’s events had to be 
cancelled.   

It looked a little more like mud wrestling than 
a rodeo, watching all the trailers trying to get 
out of the infield after so much rain.  Even 
after having to cancel Sunday’s rodeo we 
would still call this event a success, it brought 
people to our community and gave high 

school students 
f r o m  a c r o s s 
the prov ince a 
weekend ful l of 
fun, which was 
our goa l .   The 
main reasons we 
are able to st i l l 
cal l the event a 
success is because 
of the fund ing 
we received from 
SAASE through 
t h e  V e n t u r e 
Program and our 
u nde r s t a nd i n g 
sponsors.  The 
main goal of the 
venture program 

is to provide seed money to help with set up costs of 
new ventures, in hopes that the Agricultural Societies 
can keep the events going on an annual basis.  It is a bit 
of a cushion if things go wrong, or a bit of a helping 
hand to improve the event if things go right.  It also 
lets Agricultural Societies….. Venture…...  might I say 
out of their box.  Sometimes you might have an idea 
for a new event but are scared about the costs and the 
chance that it might not be successful.  The grant gives 
you that feeling of stability to know that even if things 
do not go as planned you won’t lose the farm (or fair 
grounds as the case maybe).   We would like to thank 
SAASE for their continued support, and the chance 
to bring Rodeo back to our town.  See you next year at 
the Biggar Recreation Valley 2nd Annual High School 
Rodeo!!!    (Submitted by the Biggar Ag. Society)
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Lloydminster Hosts 4 H Grooming Clinic

The Lloydminster Exhibition applied 
for Venture Project funding for a 4-H 
horse grooming clinic.  The clinic was 
designed to provide an opportunity 
for 4-H horse project members to 
prepare themselves and their horses 
for the show ring.  Over the last 
number of years the horse project 
numbers have increased dramatically, 
with more and younger 4-H members 
becoming involved.  It is important 
that the youth have an opportunity 
to learn more about their animals and 
4-H in a safe positive environment, 
which would encourage them to 
remain actively involved in 4 -H, as 
well as the agricultural community.  
The article was submitted by the 
Lloydminster Exhibition

The grooming clinic was held on 
May 5th, and was a great success 

with 57 4-H members attending.  
The 4-H members received a great 
deal of information throughout the 
day.  They received information on 
grooming and clipping their horse.  
They also received information on the 
correct way to have their horses feet 
shod by a farrier and safety for their 

horses being shod.  Instructors for 
the clinic included Amanda Weaver 
who looked after  grooming, clipping, 
and washing.  Kelsey Trach who dealt 
with showmanship, and Farriers  
Jacey Rhinehart and Ian Freeman.  
The members ended the day with a 
showmanship class.  
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The Carlton Trail Agricultural Society has 
partnered with the students from the Bruno 
Central School on the Bruno Cherry Park.  
Over the past couple of years the students 
have been working on constructing a fence 
for the park as well as painting murals that 
will be installed on the fence.

The partnership with the school and 
teachers has not only enhanced the school’s 
curriculum, but has also given the students 
the opportunity for work experience, as 
well as service to the community.  The 
work that the students have done and are 
continuing to do will make the Cherry Park 
not only a great addition to the community 
of Bruno, but will also serve as an added 
tourist attraction

The grade 12 students are working on 
another 4 murals, and should be done by 
the end of the school year. The Carlton 
Trail Agricultural Society hopes to have 
the murals in the park by the end of the 
summer. During the next school year the 
students, under the direction of their art 
teacher, will be producing more murals.
The students have shown a great deal of 
enthusiasm for the project.  The pictures 

Bruno Cherry Park Murals Take Shape

of murals on this page show the murals 
that were done by the grade 7 class of the 
Bruno school.

This Venture Project once again shows 
that the projects that are approved are only 
limited by the imagination.  Congratulations 
goes out to the Carlton Trail Agricultural 
Society, Bruno school and all the teachers 
and students involved in this project.
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Coming Events
EventsNews

June 2012
 
8-10 CPCA Chuckwagon Races Yorkton
9 4H Regional Show & Sale Alameda
9 Summer Fair Alameda
9-10 Ag Society Horse Show Bengough
10 Family Day & Church Service Fairmead
10 4H Achievement Day Perdue
11-12 4H Show & Sale Spiritwood
15 Children’s Festival North Battleford
15 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
16 Quarter Horse Versatility Clinic Moose Jaw
16 Pitchfork Fondue & Social Arcola
16 Rumble in the Dirt Cabaret Estevan
16 Ranchman’s Day Perdue
16 4H Regional Show & Sale Whitewood
18-20 Estevan Fair Estevan
20-22 Canada’s Farm Progress Show Regina
22 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
22-24 Moose Jaw Hometown Fair Moose Jaw
29 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
28-1 Frontier Days Fair & CCA Rodeo Swift Current
 
July 2012
1 Canada Day Celebrations Carnduff
1 Canada Quilt Show Grenfell
1 4H Achievement Day Perdue
1 Regional 4H Light Horse Show Weyburn
2-4 Weyburn Ag Society’s Exhibition Weyburn
4-7 Yorkton Exhibition Summer Fair  Yorkton 
6-7 4H Show & Sale Estevan
6 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
7 Saskatoon Berry Festival Mortlach
7 Ogema Ag Society’s Summer Fair Ogema
7 Stoughton Daze Stoughton
7 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current
 Country School Recitations 
8-9 4H Beef Show & Sale Melfort
11-14 Colonial Days Lloydminster
11 Appreciation Night Weyburn
13 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
14 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current
 A Country Dance
16-18 Nipawin Exhibition Nipawin
18-20 Cowtown Pro Rodeo Maple Creek
20-22 Community Reunion Creelman
20-22 Melfort Ag Society Reunion Melfort
20-21 Annual Fair Days St.Walburg
20 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
21 Horse Show Biggar
21 Biggest Little Summer Fair Creelman
21 Summer Fair & Sports Day Glenavon
21 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current
 Antique Tractor Show
22 Gymkhana Biggar
26 Maryfield Ag Society Fair Maryfield

27-28 Connaught 97th Annual Fair Connaught    
27 Abernethy Ag Society Exhibition Abernethy
27 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
28-29 Town & Country Fair Rosthern
28 Agricultural Fair Perdue
28 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current
 The Songs Your Grandma Sang
31-4 Summer Fair Prince Albert

August 2012
1-5 Queen City Ex Regina
3 Kelvington Farm Safety Day Kelvington
3-5 Agricultural Fair & Race Meet Kelvington
3 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
4-5 Horse Show Shaunavon
4 Nokomis Ag Society Annual Fair Nokomis
4 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current
 Down on the Farm
7-12 Prairieland Exhibition Saskatoon
8-9 Counting Coup Rough Stock Rodeo Yorkton
8 Shand Fair Shand
9 Garden Show & Farmers Market Broadview
10-12 Radisson 91st Annual Fair Radisson
10-11 Provincial 4H Livestock Judging Swift Current
10-11 CCA-MRCA Rodeo Weyburn
10 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
11 Farmers Market Assiniboia
11-12 Invermay Fair & Horticulture Show Invermay
11-12 Summer Fair Vanscoy
11 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current
 Made by Hand
11 Cattle Show Turtleford
12 Alameda Flower Show Alameda
12 Moosomin & District Annual Fair Moosomin
12 4H and SR. Competitions Turtleford
13  Territorial Days Parade North Battleford
13-17 Territorial Days North Battleford
16 Circus Gatti Weyburn
17-18 Maple Farms Equipment Tractor Pulls Yorkton
17 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
18 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current
 A Day at School
22-26 Lloydminster CPCA Finals & Cabaret Lloydminster
24-26 Polkafest Prince Albert
24-26 Sheepdog Classic Shaunavon
24 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
 25-26 True Grit Ranch Rodeo & Team Roping Carnduff
25-26 4H Equestrian Event Melfort
25 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current
 Country Church Hymn Sing
31-1 High School Rodeo Arcola
31 Toyota Harness Racing Yorkton
    

If you have any events you would like to add to our list, 
please contact the SAASE office at 306-565-2121 
or email gduck.saase@sasktel.net


