
The Nipawin Exhibition 
rolled out the red carpet 
to SAASE’s Agricultural 
Societies on February 
26th and 27th at the 
SAASE Convent ion 
and Annual Meeting.  
There were two very 
wel l  at tended pre-
convention workshops 
that took place on the 
Friday.  The day began 
with a judging workshop, 
with over 30 delegates 
attending.  Bev Norman 
from the Lloydminster 
Exhibit ion and Joan 
Jamieson f rom the 
Nipawin Exhibit ion 
led delegates through 
d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d 
demonst rat ions on 
issues with judging and 
household arts shows, as well as how Agricultural Societies are handling those 
challenges.  

After lunch Tim Carson and Lisa Hardy hosted a bylaw and board governance 
workshop.  Over 40 people attended the workshop with a great presentation 
by Tim and Lisa. There were some excellent questions, answers and discussion 
on board governance and bylaws by those attending the workshop.
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Well the SAASE convention has come and gone, and I would like to thank 
the Nipawin Exhibition and all their volunteers who helped make this year’s 
convention such a great success.  I look forward to being the President of 
SAASE and working with our Board of Directors in 2016.  Thanks to Ken 
Taylor from Evraz Place in Regina for his service on the Board, and we look 
forward to working with the new appointment from Regina.  Also, welcome 
to Brennin Jack from the Prince Albert Exhibition - our newly elected Board 
member.

Thanks to all of our presenters at this year’s convention - the feedback 
we got for the convention was overwhelmingly positive - from the pre-
conference workshops with Bev Norman, Tim Carson and Lisa Hardy - to 
Liz Roberts community development and volunteers presentations.  The 
food was outstanding, and the way the Nipawin Exhibition got their youth 
involved in the host night, and to help out with the breakfast on Saturday was 
very special.

The Food for Saskatchewan-Food for the World provincial agricultural 
education program and Provincial Safety day programs continue to evolve 
as they each grow with the development of new partnerships.  Thanks to 
all of our partners on both programs for continuing to show their support 
- the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, SaskPower, Progressive 
Agriculture, Community Initiatives Fund (CIF),  the Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Association, CN, Farm Credit Canada, Enbridge, Viterra, the Mosaic 
Company, the Chicken Farmers of Saskatchewan.  If you are interested in 
having the agricultural education display at your event, or are interested in 
hosting a safety day, make sure that you give Glen a call at the office.

The Venture Project program continues to be a source of seed money to help 
get new events off the ground or to help redevelop existing events.  Hopefully 
those attending the convention came away with some Venture Project ideas 
for new events or enhancing their existing events in their communities.  Don’t 
try and do it yourself - we have a great network of Agricultural Societies and 
resources around the province that can help you out  Just pick up the phone 
for help. 

SAASE members have accessed money for small capital projects and events 
through the Community Investment Fund’s (CIF) various programs over the 
last number of years.  Our members have been approved and have received 
more than $500,000 in funding to help out with programming, as well as to 
upgrade your facilities.  The final deadline is October 1, 2016.  If you have any 
project - talk to Glen if you have any questions on a project or the program.  

As I continue as your President, I would like to take time to thank the 
SAASE Board of Directors for all their work and vision in continuing to 
take SAASE forward.  The province has some challenging times ahead, 
but there continue to be new opportunities for our Agricultural Societies 
and SAASE.  Thanks to our Executive Director Glen for all his work and 
support.  Finally thanks to all of our Agricultural Societies for making a 
difference in your communities and in the province.  SAASE will continue 
to work on your behalf to help out wherever it can as far as support, funding 
and programming.  Have a great spring and summer fair season.  

Vern Bexson - President   
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SAASE ConventionNews
Registration and the SAASE business session took place, and after supper 
Terri Kerbrat from the Saskatchewan Safety Council did a presentation 
on the new Online OATS system.  Venture Project presentations were 
made on projects by the Battleford’s Agricultural Society, Perdue 
Agricultural Society and the Lloydminster Exhibition.  

The Nipawin Exhibition’s host evening started with demonstrations by 
the Nipawin youth dance group.  The dance group had also performed 
at the Nipawin fair.  They did an excellent job, and their routines were 
enjoyed by all.  The host committee also put together a games night, 
which really got all the delegates having fun together.

Saturday morning for breakfast delegates were treated to a waffle bar 
and sausages made by the local 4 H.  Getting our youth involved in 
what our Agricultural Societies do is so important, and the Nipawin 
Exhibition does a great job of doing just that.

Peavey Mart presented Liz Roberts keynote presentation on Agricultural 
Societies and community development, which Liz followed up with the 
volunteer round table discussion.  Our Agricultural Societies volunteers 
and special achievements were then recognized at the SAASE Awards 
Luncheon.

After lunch - SAASE Board Member Wade Jensen, with extensive experience in the sale of liquor, and dealing with liquor 
at events led a great discussion on the advantages  of serving alcohol at events. Wade also went over what Agricultural 
Societies need to do as far as licensing, staffing, security, as well as the challenges that come with serving alcohol.  
Declan O’Reilly from the Co-operators Insurance moderated a round table discussion on insurance and insurance 
issues facing Agricultural Societies.  Executive Director - Glen Duck - finished off with funding programs available, 

as well as the different programs available through SAASE.  The 
convention finished off with the Annual General Meeting and 
the election of the SAASE Board of Directors.  The SAASE 
Board of Directors for 2016 include - President Vern Bexson 
from Lloydminster, Vice President Jocelyn Ritchie from North 
Battleford, Past President Lisa Haynes from Biggar, Director at 
Large Susan Kuzma from Saskatoon, Ray Wiman from Mortlach, 
Neal Keefe from Weyburn, Wade Jensen from Swift Current, 
Christy Vodicka from Melfort, George Fowler from Moose Jaw, 
newly elected member Brennin Jack from Prince Albert, Owen 
Einsiedler from Tourism Saskatchewan, advisors Ron Monette 
from the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture and Brenda 
Patton from Ag and Food Canada.  Ken Taylor from Regina 
has stepped down - with Regina yet to appoint a new Director.  
Over $2,000 was raised through the 50/50 and Silent Auction 
to go towards the scholarship fund - thanks to everyone for 
donating items, as well as purchasing those items.  A big thanks 
go to Kevin Isaacson and all the volunteers from the Nipawin 
Exhibition who worked so hard to make this year’s convention 
great.  We look forward to seeing everyone at the SAASE 2017 
convention in North Battleford - February 24th - 25th.Wade Jensen leads a round table discussion

Having fun at the host evening games night
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SAASE Convention News

Tim Carson did a presentation 
at the SAASE convention in 
Moose Jaw last year, and the 
decision was made that if he 
could do a full workshop on 
bylaws and board governance 
at the convention in Nipawin 
it would be very worthwhile.   
Tim brought Lisa Hardy 
from the Alberta Association 
of Agricultural Societies to 
help him out.  They spent 
the Friday afternoon leading 
the over 40 part icipants 
through the importance 
of an Agricultural Society 
making sure they have the 
proper structure through their bylaws and that they practice good board governance.  Tim and Lisa have done a great 
job in Alberta of developing resources on bylaws and board governance, and have generously made those resources 
available right across the country.  A big thanks go out to Tim and Lisa for spending an afternoon with our members 
and sharing their expertise with us.

Earlier in the day Bev Norman from the Lloydminster Exhibition led a workshop on judging.  Over the past number 
of years it has become increasingly more difficult for Agricultural Societies to run bench shows at their fairs, as well as 
to get judges to work those shows.  Bev led the 35 participants through a morning of discussion and suggestions about 
household arts shows and judging.  Participants talked about what changes can be made in household arts shows to attract 
more entries, as well as what is working and what isn’t working at the shows across Saskatchewan.  Bev also talked about 

issues facing Agricultural 
Societies in trying to find 
judges for thei r shows.  
With it becoming increasing 
difficult to find judges, Bev  
gave some suggestions on 
where judges could be found 
locally using talented people 
right in your communities.  
Helping Bev out in the 
area of photography was 
local Nipawin Exhibition 
volunteer Joan Jamieson.  
Thanks to Joan and Bev 
for put t ing together a 
great presentation and all 
those who took part in this 
workshop.

Pre-convention Workshops a Big Hit
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SAASE Convention News

Peavey Mart are very involved in communities in Western 
Canada, and are committed to community development, with 
their Peavey Mart community Agricultural Grant  being an 
example of that commitment.  With community development 
being one of their focuses, it was more than fitting that they 
would be presenting our Keynote Speaker - Liz Roberts - who 
delivered a message on the role that Agricultural Societies play 
in the development of their communities.

Liz’s presentation focused on how all of our communities have 
tremendous social assets and resources.   The session looked at 
how Agricultural Societies can continue to fulfil their mandate as 
community builders and facilitators and be value-added partners 
in helping to build a desired future for their organization and 
their community.      Every community has people with under-
utilized gifts and talents -  it is up to our Agricultural Societies 
to identify those assets to help us accomplish great things as far 
as what we can get done in our Agricultural Societies and within 
our communities.  Liz went through a number of exercises with 
the delegates to demonstrate how we can identify those assets.  
The presentation ran the first half of the morning, with it leading 
perfectly into the round table discussion on volunteers that took 
place after coffee.

One of the biggest issues facing Agricultural Societies is being 
able to attract and keep new volunteers.  The second part of Liz’s 
presentation dealt with what we as volunteers look for when we 
are volunteering, and transferring that into what people who 
would be volunteering for our Agricultural Societies and events 
would be looking for.  The delegates were divided into groups 
with everyone coming up with 7 areas that we have to create a 
positive volunteer experience.  The areas the delegates came up 
with that we need to give volunteers is:

Acknowledgement and Appreciation
Positive Atmosphere
Clear Expectat ions and Responsibi l it ies – Cit izen 
Satisfaction
Leadership and Support to Volunteers – Relevant event
Clear Communication/Purpose
Mentorship and Training - Fun
Evaluation of Volunteer Experience - Communication

People’s time is very valuable - we need to ensure that if they are 
helping us out by volunteering we make sure that we provide 
them with the best experience that we can.  If we address the 7 
areas identified by our delegates for a positive experience we have 
a much better chance of attracting and keeping our volunteers.  
Thanks to Liz for spending time with us at the convention, and 
thanks to Peavey Mart for sponsoring the workshop.

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Liz Roberts Delivers Keynote on 
Community Development and Volunteers



6 www.saase.ca March �016

SAASE Convention SponsorsNews
Thanks to our 

2016 Convention Sponsors

Kelvington Ag. Society
Perdue Ag. Society

Bengough Ag. Society
Creelman Ag. Society

Connaught Ag. Society
Broadview Ag. Society
Rosthern Ag. Society
Fairmede Ag. Society
Vanscoy Ag. Society
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Swift Current Rodeo News

Frontier Days Rodeo Named CCA 
Rodeo of the Year 

The Swift Current Agriculture and 
Exhibition Frontier Days Rodeo 
was awarded the 2015 Rodeo of  the 
Year by the Canadian Cowboys’ As-
sociation (CCA). On February 6th, 
2016 the Association’s Annual Gen-
eral Meeting was held along with an 
awards ceremony during the Ban-
quet.  Along with many of  the CCA 
Rodeo host communities, the Swift 
Current Ag & Ex Rodeo Committee 
was there to celebrate the Canadian 
best in 2015.

 The ‘Rodeo of  the Year Award’ was 

presented to the Frontier Days Ro-
deo Chairman, Uli Cartman by CCA 
President, Shylo Claypool. This des-
ignation and distinction with the 
CCA awards is considered the ulti-
mate prize, as nominees and winners 
are voted on by fellow contestants 
and those associated with the sport 
of  rodeo. 
 
Uli indicated that this prestigious 
honor is highly regarded, and he was 
truly appreciative and pleased to re-
ceive the award. He mentioned that 
there are many fine CCA sanctioned 

rodeos, and extended congratula-
tions to all for a successful year. 
Outstanding competitors, superior 
stock, knowledgeable announcers 
and all of  the rodeo committees are 
to be commended.  A huge vote of  
appreciation is particularly extended 
to the committed volunteers as they 
remain loyal to the sport of  rodeo. 
Thank you to sponsors, the City of  
Swift Current and partners through-
out the Southwest.  Strong support 
from businesses, ranches and agri-
cultural families all contribute to the 
success. 

Frontier Days Rodeo Committee Left to Right Blaine Switzer, Uli Cartman, Bev Switzer, Kim Squire 
receive Rodeo of the year 2015 from CCA President Shylo Claypool ( Far Right)
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SAASE Awards News
SAASE Recognizes Agricultural Society 

Volunteers and Achievements
The SAASE Convention and Annual 
Meeting was held in Nipawin on 
February 26th and 27th.  Each year 
in conjunction with the convention 
SAASE recognizes the volunteers 
that have contributed so much to 
our Agricultural Societies and their 
communities.  The Honorary Life 
Membership award is based on a 
member’s lifetime contribution to 
the local Agricultural Society, to the 
community in which they live, to the 
Province of Saskatchewan and, where 
applicable, to the national scene.  This 
year 4 long time volunteers were made 
SAASE Honorary Life Members.

Linda Grimard, who has volunteered 
for the past 39 years was nominated by 
the Prince Albert Exhibition.  Gloria 
Peterson, who has been volunteering 
for the Elstow Agricultural Society for 
the past 48 years was nominated by the 
Elstow Agricultural Society.  Muriel 
and Norman Geck have volunteered 
for a combined 125 years with the 
Kelvington Agricultural Society.  

Muriel continues to volunteer and 
Norman volunteered until he passed  
away in 2003.

Our volunteers are the lifeblood of our 
communities and our new Honorary 
Life Members have each contributed 

so much to our Agricultural Societies, 
communities and Province.

In addition to the Honorary Life 
Membership awards - the Stoughton 
Agricultural Society was awarded 
a 110 year anniversary certificate.   
Two significant achievements were 
also celebrated by Saskatchewan 
Agricultural Societies.  The Mortlach 
Agricultural Society was awarded 
a SAASE Achievement of the Year 
for the Saskatoon Berry Festival 
- the Festival was named Tourism 
Saskatchewan’s Community event 
of the Year.  The Swift Current Ag. 
& Ex. was also recognized for an 
Achievement of the Year for their 
Frontier Days rodeo, which was named 
Canadian Cowboys Association Rodeo 
of the Year for 2015.

Fred Bradshaw, MLA for Carrot River 
Valley and Vern Bexson, SAASE’s 
President presented the awards at the 
Legion Hall in Nipawin.

Ray & Marcia Wiman from Mortlach accept Achievement of the Year 
Award from SAASE President Vern Bexson and MLA Fred Bradshaw

SAASE President Vern Bexson and MLA Fred Bradshw award Linda 
Grimard from Prince Albert the SAASE Honourary Life Membership
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Peavey Mart Grant News

Peavey Mart - Community Agricultural 
Grant deadline - May 31, 2016

Peavey Mart was an important 
partner in the SAASE convention 
- sponsoring our keynote community 
development speaker - Liz Roberts.  
In everyone’s delegate package there 
was an application for the Peavey 
Mart Community Agricultural Grant.  
You are encouraged to take a look 
at the grant program and submit an 
application before the deadline of 
May 31.  Below is a description of 
the community grant from Doug 
Anderson - President of Peavey 
Industries.

Each of us has a community, and 
most of us have ideas about how our 
community can be helped to be better 
and stronger.

But we don’t all develop those ideas 
into plans, build support from other 
ind iv idua ls, groups, businesses 
and government, and act on those 
plans. That kind of development 
is the purpose of the Peavey Mart 
Community Agricultural Grant.

The Grant exists to nourish that 
entrepreneurial spirit, help incubate 
and develop good ideas, to give 
people a reason to come together, 
and ultimately help the communities 
where we live and work – all with a 

focus on Agriculture.

Peavey Mart has been proud to serve 
our communities since 1975. We would 
not still be here without community 
support. We’ve provided essential 
products, as well as hundreds of jobs, 
that people need for their livelihoods 
and families.

These are Prairie communities, almost 
al l with a long, rich agricultural 
heritage. We’ve seen big changes 
over the decades. Farming has 
grown from farms to feed families 
to become mechanized, modernized, 
and globalized. Yet some aspects of 
agriculture have come back full circle, 

to producing 
and consuming 
healthy locally 
grown food.  

We  fe e l  t he 
C o m m u n i t y 
A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Grant is one 
more way Peavey 

connects with the land. These days, 
people are choosing to invest in local 
food production. Many suppliers are 
striving to offer high quality or value 
added agricultural goods produced 
locally, by local hands and with local 
ingenuity. We have the resources to 
take care of ourselves.

Since 2013, more than 175 applications 
have been submitted by community 
groups from British Columbia to 
Manitoba. A total of more than 
$149,000 has been granted to successful 
applicants from Western Canada.

Whether you have a mature community 
group, or a great new idea that needs 
seed funding, as long as you meet our 
criteria, with a focus on Agriculture, 
please apply.

Thank you for your interest in the 
Peavey Mart Community Agricultural 
Grant.  For more information or to 
apply for the Peavey Mart Community 
Agricultural grant go to - http://www.
peaveymart.com/aggrant.php.
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2017 ConventionNews

SAASE 2017 Convention in North 
Battleford February 24 - 25, 2017

Host Hotel - Gold Eagle Lodge - North Battleford

Convention host - Battlefords Agricultural Society

The North Battleford Agricultural 
Society will be rolling out the red carpet 
for the SAASE annual convention on 
February 24th and 25th, 2017.  The 
convention will take place on the 
Battlefords Ag Society grounds, with 
the host hotel being the Gold Eagle 
Lodge located just down the road.

Contact information and the address 
for the hotel as well as the website are 
- www.goldeaglelodge.com.
12004 Railway Ave. E
North Battleford, SK S9A 3W3
Tel: 306-446-8877 
Fax: 306-445-4722
The rate for the hotel rooms are $130 
plus taxes for a double queen.  Rooms 
must be booked by January 23, 2017.

We are just wrapping up the successful 
convention that took place in Nipawin, 
so we have yet to start working on 
the convention program for 2017, 
although we know that the Canadian 
Association of Fairs and Exhibitions 
(CAFE) wil l be partnering with 
SAASE on hosting an Ecoli workshop 
on Friday February 24th during the 

day before our registration takes place on the 
Friday night.  We will be getting everyone 
information once we get the convention 
packages and final program put together.

We are very excited about the 2017 convention 
in North Battleford and know that Jocelyn 
Ritchie, the Battlefords Ag Society Board of 
Directors and volunteers will do a great job 
of hosting the 2017 convention.  Make sure 
that you reserve February 24th and 25th of 
2017 and plan on attending the SAASE annual 
convention.
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Safety DaysNews

Assiniboia Ag. Society Hosts Safety Day
The Assiniboia Red Coat Agricultural Society in 
partnership with SAASE and the Prairie South School 
Division hosted the first safety day of 2016 on March 
17th.    The safety day took place at the Prince of Wales 
Centre in  Assiniboia , with 250 grade 7 and 8 students 
attending from schools in Bengough, Assiniboia, 
Glentworth, Mankota, Mossbank, Lafleche, Kincaid and 
Gravelbourg.   The day was designed for students to be 
exposed to safety hazards in which they may encounter 
in the, farm, work place and their daily lives.  Students 
participated in 12 interactive stations.  The stations 
included the local RCMP looking after distracted driving, 
Hutch Ambulance doing first aid, Assiniboia Veterinary 
Clinic teaching about animal safety, the Prairie South 
School Division doing internet and bus safety, as well 
as a station on healthy choices called 19 challenge.  The 
Assiniboia Fire Department taught about fire safety.  
Bourassa and Sons from Assiniboia taught ATV safety 
- SGI did driver safety/alcohol awareness.  South Country 
Equipment demonstrated PTO safety.  Other stations 
included grain, and gun safety.

The day began with the group of students getting together 
and being addressed by Terri Kerbrat - Community 
Relations Coordinator for the Saskatchewan Safety 
Council.  Terri Kerbrat provided a keynote talk about the importance of being safe on the job. She highlighted her 
tragic and life-changing experience that occurred on her family farm.  She left students with information about their 
rights as the future workforce. 
·         The right to know the hazards at work and how to control them
·         The right to find and control workplace hazards
·         The right to refuse work, which you believe is unusually dangerous
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Safety DaysNews
Amy Heatcoat and the Assiniboia 
Red Coat Agricultural Society did 
a tremendous job of organizing the 
safety day.  A big thanks goes out to 
Amy and all her volunteers, as well 
as the presenters who taught the 
students.

2016 is the 5th year of the SAASE 
Provincial Safety Day Program, and 
the program and our partners have 
allowed SAASE and our Agricultural 
Societies the opportunity to deliver 
a very important program to our 
youth and communities.  Over 5500 
children attended safety days hosted 
by 17 of Saskatchewan’s Agricultural 
Societies.  500 volunteers across 
Saskatchewan donated thousands of 
hours to help teach our youth about 
safety.  The partnerships that SAASE 

has been able to develop over the last 4 years have greatly enhanced 
the program.  Through the Community Initiatives Fund, expenses for 
volunteer training in the fall have been covered, as well as funding 
to assist with providing nutrition breaks and lunches to the students.  
The Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, Farm Credit Canada and 
Viterra are providing funding to assist with the expenses involved in 
hosting a safety day.  The Canadian Agricultural Safety Association and 
the Progressive Agriculture Foundation have supported the program 
with resources to help out our presenters, as well as bringing in new 
partners.  The Saskatchewan Safety Councils a new partner that will 
bring more resources to help out with the delivery of the safety day.  
Prairie South School Division have been a tremendous partner in 
assisting with safety days occurring in their school division.  If your 
Agricultural Society is interested in hosting a safety day this fall or in 
2017 contact Glen at the SAASE office to find out more information 
and how you can bring a safety day to your community.  Together we 
can all work to keep our youth safe.
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Gardenscape News
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Ag Education News

 1400 Lloydminster Students Learn 
Where Their Food Comes From

Over 1400 grade 1 and 2 
students attended Ag Education 
Day 2016 in Lloydminster on 
Tuesday March 22 - hosted by 
the Lloydminster Exhibition.  
In addition to the schools that 
attended from Lloydminster - 
students also attended from the 
surrounding communities of 
Kitscoty, Marsden, Hillmond, 
Neilburg, Marwayne and the 
Little Pine First Nations at 
Cutknife.  The theme for this 
years Ag education day was 
“Where does your food come 
from?”  The idea was to teach 
the students where their food 
comes from, how it is raised 
and harvested and how it 
makes its way into the grocery 
stores.  The day was divided 
into three sessions, with the tour starting as the students entered the Co-op Marketplace.  Tour guides took their groups 
into the barn.  The students would then rotate through three sets of 7 educational stations.  Stations included - beef, 

poultry, dairy, grain, sheep, 
pigs and horses.  Students 
finished off the tour by 
getting a cookie and juice.  
The day went off without a 
hitch even with the spring 
storm that rolled through 
Lloydminster.  Agricultural 
education of our youth is 
so important - as we need 
to make sure that everyone 
does know where their 
food comes from.  The 
Lloydminster Exhibition 
would like to thank all of 
the sponsors, volunteers, 
schools and presenters for 
helping out with the day 
and they look forward to 
Ag Education day 2017.



1� www.saase.ca March �016

Venture ProjectNews

 Saskatchewan’s Equine Expo Continues to Grow
An event that is becoming iconic in the 
Saskatchewan equine industry is the 
Saskatchewan Equine Expo which took 
place at Saskatoon Prairieland Park’s Ag 
Centre February 12 – 14.  

A new feature presented by The 
Saskatchewan Horse Federation, focused 
on educational activities, complemented 
the arena events of the 2016 Equine 
Expo. These activities were directed to 
youth, however there was something for 
everyone. Whether you are a beginner 
horse owner, a want-to-be owner, or an 
already converted horse enthusiast, the 
educational booth provided something 
of interest.  

Interactive displays and demonstrations 
by the Western College of Veterinary 
Medicine on topics of interest ran 
throughout the Expo. The public learned 
more about the breeds, viewed a live 
action and cheered on their favourite 
Battle of the Breeds team. They learned 
about saddles, correctly fitting tack, 
blankets and harness, and practised 
bandaging a leg. For something a little 
different, a “Horse Bits” trivia challenge 
tested participant’s equine knowledge. 

Certainly one of the most talked about 
and audience appealing components of 
the event was the Trainer’s Challenge, 

presented by NAERIC. The audience 
was captivated by the horsemanship skills 
of three professional trainers, as they 
worked a young horse through its initial 
training. This year’s competitors included 
Seth Abrahamson from Broderick, SK, 
Slade Mutton, Bienfait, SK, and our first 
female competitor, Kateri Cowley from 
Calgary, AB. After 4 days of training, 
Seth Abrahamson was announced as the 
2016 Trainer’s Challenge winner. Seth 
was presented with a beautiful hand-
made buckle from Bill Wilm from St. 
Brieux, SK.

Horsemen of all skill levels enjoyed a 
wide variety of clinics held throughout 
the weekend. The feature presenter was 
Jonathan Field. Jonathan took all the 
theory, skills and experiences from his 
life with horses and integrated them into 
his own method of teaching people how 
to become one with their horses. 

In the arena Jonathan Field presented 
“Re-starting Horses – Key Tips to Clean 
Up or Avoid the Most Common Training 
Issues”.  Jonathan’s seminar sessions in 
the Information Theatre included:

1 - Horses I’ve known…
Stories and Lessons from a 
Life Lived with Horses
2 - The Art of Liberty 
Training, the Big Picture 
Benefits for You and Your 
Horse 
3  -  Jo n a t h a n  F i e l d 
Horsemanship Training 
S c a l e  a nd  5  C ou r se 
Pathway  
Jonathan refers to h is 
program as Inspired by 
Horses™ because it is the 
horses that inspired him to 
develop it.  It is a program 
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Venture ProjectNews
designed with the horse in mind through every step while 
developing the relationship between horse and human. 
Teaching you to think the way a horse thinks keeps your horse 
interested in you, allowing you to gain access to something 
very special - the ultimate relationship with a horse.

A Cowboy Dressage Clinic was held daily at the Saskatchewan 
Equine Expo, presented by Lyn Ringrose Moe. Lyn is 
accomplished in many disciplines but her passion is the sport 
of dressage where she has successfully competed, trained and 
coached to the FEI levels of the sport. Lyn is considered 
the ultimate expert in Cowboy Dressage.  She resides at the 
Sliding J Ranch in Acampo, California. 

Connie Dorsch, from Weyburn is well known in the Hunter/
Jumper world in Canada and conducted a 2 day clinic prior 
to the weekend Expo.  During the Expo Connie provided 
daily demonstrations in Hunter Under Saddle and Equitation 
on the Flat classes.  

The Cowtown, Battle of the Breeds consisted of 9 teams this year.  Participants competed in barrel racing, trail, compulsory 
pattern and jumping components over the three days. Team Quarter Horse won the competition for the 3rd year in a row.  The 
Battle of the Breeds is only one of the exciting events that occurred Friday & Saturday evenings at the Extravaganza. Attendees 
were fully entertained with The Flying C’s Trick Riders, Cowboy Dressage, Musical Freestyle Demo, and Barrel Racing, and 
Jumping demonstrations.

Throughout the weekend the Western College of Veterinary Medicine conducted seminars and demonstrations in both the Ag 
Centre and in the Information Theatre relating to current equine issues. These seminars and demonstrations were based on 
three pillars: The Equine Limb; The Digestive System and Heard Health.

Prairieland Park’s Trade and Convention Centre hosted the trade show utilizing some 50,000 square feet of space. Attendees had 
the opportunity to see everything from horse trailers and stalls to western art, décor and the very latest in equine technology, 
products and services.   Prairieland Park is pleased to present The Saskatchewan Equine Expo in partnership with the Equine 
Health Research Council of the WCVM and the Saskatchewan Horse Federation.
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SK Safety CouncilNews

For more information on the Saskatchewan Safety Council, please visit our website:
www.sasksafety.org

Make Safety the Right Choice

•
•
•
•

YEARS
EST. 1955

60

Working Together to Achieve a Safe Saskatchewan

For more information, or to have an
Emergency Preparedness Plan 

developed for your Special Event, contact:
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SK Horse FederationNews
 SHF Members call for Mandatory EIA Testing

The SHF passed a motion at their 
annual meeting regarding EIA testing 
at SHF sanctioned events beginning in 
2017 - below is the press release that 
was issued.

SHF members call for mandatory 
EIA testing

To help control the spread of equine 
infectious anemia (EIA) among the 
province’s horse population, members 
of the Saskatchewan Horse Federation 
(SHF) have passed a motion requiring 
mandatory EIA testing of all horses 
attending SHF - sanctioned events, as 
of Jan. 1, 2017.  The motion was put 
forth by SHF members and passed by 
the majority during the organization’s 
annual general meeting on March 12 
where the testing and monitoring of 
EIA was widely discussed among the 
membership.  Held in Swift Current, 
the 2016 event attracted the largest 
turnout of members for an SHF AGM 
in the past 15 years.

“The members brought a clear message 
to our board of directors.  EIA is a 
devastating disease, and as the voice 
of the horse industry in the province, 
the SHF needs to be proactive in 
addressing it,” said SHF Board Chair 
Doug Howe.  “Over the coming 

months, the board will implement 
the direction we received from our 
members.  This is a sensitive issue 
that requires a co-ordinated approach 
with our corporate club and individual 
members, event organizers, host sites 
and industry partners,” said Howe.

EIA - also known as swamp fever - is 
a viral disease of horses, mules and 
donkeys.  Once horses are infected 
with the EIA virus, they remain 
lifelong carriers and are a potential 
viral source.  There is no cure and 
no commercial vaccine available for 
EIA, which is a reportable disease 
in Canada.  The equine industry 
and the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency (CFIA) share responsibility 
for EIA control in Canada: detection 
is through voluntary industry testing 
while the CFIA is responsible for 
mandatory response.

During the annual meeting, SHF 
representatives announced a three-
phase pilot program to heighten 
the awareness of  EI A among 
Saskatchewan’s horse industry.

In the f irst phase, SHF and the 
Western Col lege of Veter inary 
Medicine (WCVM) will host five 
free “equi-sessions” in centres across 

Saskatchewan this spring.  The 
program’s Phase 2 focuses on EIA 
surveillance, and SHF representatives 
are working with industry partners to 
organize subsidized EIA testing sites 
throughout the province.  In the third 
phase, the SHF will publicly recognize 
facilities, ranches and organizations 
that implement mandatory testing 
in 2016 as leaders in Saskatchewan’s 
horse community.

As the official industry and sport 
governing body for the equine sector, 
the SHF is an influential leader in 
the Saskatchewan horse industry and 
works closely with other provincial 
associations and regulatory bodies at 
a national level.

The SHF’s mission is to deliver value 
to its members through initiatives 
in sport, industry and recreation 
activities, while upholding standards 
of equine health and welfare.  The 
organization represents more than 
6,000 horse owners, breeders and 
enthusiasts in the province.

For more information, contact:
Krissy Fiddler, Executive Director
Saskatchewan Horse Federation
306-780-9244
krissyfiddler@saskhorse.ca
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Service MembersNews

Saskatchewan

2016
EQUI-SESSIONS

QUESTIONS? CONTACT: Saskatchewan Horse Federation | 306-780-9244 | pamduckworth@saskhorse.ca

MARCH 12: Swift Current
Kinetic Park
Equi-sessions: 3-5 p.m. 
(part of SHF Annual General Meeting)

MARCH 30: Regina
Salon 3, Queensbury Convention 
Centre, Evraz Place
Registration: 6:30 p.m.
Equi-sessions: 7-9 p.m.

APRIL 6: North Battleford
North Battleford Exhibition Grounds
Registration: 6:30 p.m.
Equi-sessions: 7-9 p.m.

APRIL 13: Melfort
Kerry Vickar Centre
Registration: 6:30 p.m.
Equi-sessions: 7-9 p.m.

APRIL 27: Saskatoon
WCVM Ryan/Dubé Equine 
Performance Centre
Registration: 6:30 p.m.
Equi-sessions: 7-9 p.m.

This spring, attend one of five free 
horse health information sessions 
organized by the Saskatchewan Horse 
Federation (SHF) and the Western 
College of Veterinary Medicine (WCVM). 

During the two-hour sessions, WCVM 
equine veterinarians will talk about: 

infectious anemia (EIA) 

Code of Practice for the Care 
and Handling of Equines 

Join other horse enthusiasts at one of 
five equi-sessions that will take place in 
centres across Saskatchewan this spring.

Vital horse health care information
      for Saskatchewan’s horse
             community
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SAASE Coming Events
EventsNews

April 2016
1-3 Showcase Lloydminster
8-10 Agri-Mex Farm/Home trade Show Battlefords
8-10 Expo Trade Show Moose Jaw
8-10 Gardenscape Saskatoon
9-10 Saskatchewan Beef Expo Saskatoon
9 Rare and Exotic Spring Sale Lloydminster
13-14 Ag Ed and Safety Day Prince Albert
16-17 4 H Judging and Grooming Lloydminster
16-17 Dog Show Moose Jaw
16 4 H Judging Clinic Prince Albert
21-24 Spirit of Moose Jaw Horse Show Moose Jaw
21-23 Discover the Farm Ag Ed/Safety Day Swift Current
23-24 Fan Expo Regina
23 SBRA Barrel Racing Jackpot Series Melville
27 Ag Safety Day Weyburn

May 2016
3 Safety Day Meadow Lake
6-8 May Riding Clinic Lloydminster
6-8 Youth Rodeo School Moose Jaw
7-8 Provincial Archery Competition Melville
7 4 H Grooming Clinic Lloydminster
10 Farm Safety Day Lloydminster
13-15 Sask Appaloosa Horse Show Moose Jaw
14 10th Annual Calf Club Cruz Weyburn
14 SBRA Barrel Racing Jackpot Series Melville
17 Garden-Perennial Exchange Vanscoy
19-23 Sask Quarter Horse Show Moose Jaw
21 4 H Judging Clinic Weyburn
27-29 Dressage Clinic Moose Jaw
28 SBRA Barrel Racing Jackpot Series Melville
30 4 H Regional Show St Walburg
31-1 Regional 4 H Show and Sale Kerrobert

June 2016
3-5 Canadian Pro Chuckwagon Races Battlefords
3-5 Sask Arabian Horse Show Moose Jaw
4-6 4 H Expo Lloydminster
4-6 Regional 4 H Show and Sale Spiritwood
4 SBRA Barrel Racing Jackpot Series Melville
5-6 4 H Finished Beef Prince Albert
7 Safety Day Yorkton
7 4 H beef Show and Sale Meadow Lake
10-12 Sask Appaloosa Horse Show Moose Jaw
10 Children’s Festival Battlefords
11-12 Home Fair and Horse Show Bengough
11 4 H Regional show and Sale Battlefords
14 Deep south Barrel Racing Bengough
15-17 Canada’a Farm Progress Show Regina
17-19 Dog Show Moose Jaw
17-18 Ag Fair Hanley
19 Ambulance Fund Raiser Bengough
19 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current

24-26 Hometown Fair Moose Jaw
25 SBRA Barrel Racing Jackpot Series Melville
29-2 Frontier Days/CCA Rodeo/4 H Show Swift Current

July 2016
1 Ag Society 100 Year Celebration Bengough
1 Bull Riding Bengough
1 Canada Day Horse and Tractor Pull Carnduff
2 Saskatoon Berry Festival Mortlach
3 Antique Ag Daze Arcola
3 4 H Regional Light Horse Show Weyburn
4-6 Ag Society’s Annual Exhibition Weyburn
6-10 Sask Quarter Horse Show Moose Jaw
6 124th Annual Fair/4 H Show Fairmede
6 SBRA Barrel Racing Jackpot Series Melville
7 4 H Regional Show and Sale Whitewood
8-9 Stoughton Daze Stoughton
8 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current
9 Ag Societies Summer Fair Ogema
10 Family Day and Church Service Fairmede
10 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current
13-16 Colonial Days  Lloydminster
13 Deep South Barrel Racing Bengough
13 Appreciation Night Weyburn
15-17 Reining Clinic Moose Jaw
16 Ag Society “Biggest Little Fair” Creelman
16 Dressage Horse Show Moose Jaw
17 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current
18-20 Nipawin Exhibition Nipawin
19-21 Ag in Motion Langham
20 SBRA Barrel Racing Jackpot Series Melville
22-24 Town and Coutry Fair Rosthern
22 Ag Society Fair and Exhibition Abernethy
22 Jackpot Team Roping Weyburn
23-24 Ag Society’s 101st Annual Fair Connaught
23-24 CCA/MRCA Rodeo Weyburn
23 Annual summer Fair and Sports Day Glenavon
23 Ag Society Horse Show Redvers
24 Doc’s town Heritage village Swift Current
28-31 Cutting Competition Moose Jaw
29-31 Ag Society Fair and Race Meet Kelvington
30-31 Doc’s Town Heritage Village Swift Current

If you have any events you would 
like to add to our list, please contact 

the SAASE office at 
306-565-2121 or email 

gduck.saase@sasktel.net


